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Would you rather be lucky or good? Why do some peo-
ple have all the luck? Our December program is about 
luck and how to improve yours. Our speaker is someone 
who has studied luck and is considered an expert in the 
field. He is Rod Shean who is an independent manage-
ment consultant and who believes that luck can be a real 
factor in our lives. 
 

Rod will present an entertaining as well as informative 
program on goals vs. luck. Some of the things you will 
learn: 
 

•What is luck and how do you improve yours? 
•Are there really lucky and un-lucky people? 
•How goals can be used to change your luck 
•How to define your goals to improve your 

 chances of success 
•The 12 things everybody wants 

 

Rod Shean was born and raised in Louisiana where he 
attended school at North East Louisiana University. He 
taught electronics in the USAF and has taught for private 
industry. He worked his way up from Field Tech to Di-
rector of International Support for Quotron Systems 
where he established their offices in Europe as well as 
the Far East. Until recently, he was Vice President of 
Support Services for Vivendi Universal Games. In this 
role, he was responsible for Quality Assurance, Technical 
Support, Customer Support, Sound and Video Groups as 
well as the Documentation Department.  

 

Rod relocated from Southern California in 2005. He and 
his family now live in the Franklin area where he does 
public speaking, workshops on goals, and individual 
coaching. For fun he does photography which he turns 
into digital art. You can view some of his work at 
www.rsdigitalart.com.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rod Shean 
 

Our December meeting has been designated as Spouse/
Guest Night. There is special pricing for this meeting. 
Members' Spouses/Significant Others are free. Prices for 
Members, Non-Member Guests and AITP Students are 
the normal amounts. 
 

This is an opportunity for Members to give their 
Spouses/Significant Others a free meal and an introduc-
tion to an AITP event. Please remember to make your 
reservations before the Tuesday, December 13th deadline. 
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AITP Nashville Roster 

 
AITP members will be notified by electronic mail one week 
prior to the Chapter meeting.  Reservations can be made by 
responding to the electronic notice or by calling Mary Simpson 
at 615/367-8083  fax: 615/367-7775  Dinner reservations can 
be canceled up to 24-hours prior to the meeting without cost.   
 
Since the Chapter pays for reserved meals, No Shows will 
be billed at the reservation price of $20.00 for Members,   
$25.00 for Guests and $15.00 for students. 
 
 
Members are responsible for their guests’ reservations. 
If you are a member and have not been receiving this  
notification, please contact Mary Simpson at: 
 
 
615/367-8083   fax: 615/367-7775 
msimpson@genesco.com. 
 
December Chapter Meeting: 
 
Holiday Inn Select - Vanderbilt 
2613 West End Avenue 
Nashville, TN 37203 
(615) 327-4707 
 

Dinner Reservation 
and 

Cancellation Policy 
 
 
 
President &  Dr. Charles Apigian 
Website Coordinator: Middle Tennessee State University 
   capigian@mtsu.edu 
   615/898-2375 
 
 
Secretary:  Ella McGill 
   American General  
   615/749-1346  fax: 615/749-2840 
   Ella_McGill@agfg.com 
 
 
Treasurer:  Bob Claxton  
   bclaxton@bellsouth.net  
 
     
Chapter Liaison:  Frank Reagor 
   freagor@charter.net 
 
 
Membership  Joan Julius 
Director:   CGI 
   joan.julius@cgi.com 
 
 
Director of  Paul Saunders, CCP 
Programs:  Saunders Systems Corp. 
   615/367-1717   
   paul@saunderssystems.com 
 
 
Student Chapter   Dr. Gerald Marquis 
Coordinator:         Tennessee State University 
   615/ 963-7096 
   gpmarquis@yahoo.com 
 
 
Newsletter Director: Mike Eischen  
   Genesco Inc. 
   615/367-7068   
   fax: 615/367-7775 
   meischen@genesco.com 
 
 
Director of  Meeting  Mary Simpson 
Arrangements:  Genesco Inc. 
   615/367-8083   
   fax: 615/367-7775 
   msimpson@genesco.com  
 
 
 
Past President:                     Robert Wright 
   Vanderbilt University 
   615/322-0004 
   robert.n.wright@vanderbilt.edu 
 
 
Internet Information —  Web Sites 
 Chapter:  http://www.aitpnashville.org 
 Headquarters: http://www.aitp.org 
 Region 7:  http://members.tripod.com/aitpregion7 
 
 
 
 
AITP 
P. O. Box 22038  
Nashville TN 37202 

 
MANAGERS  TRAINING   

in 

PROJECT  MANAGEMENT 
  

Need a refresher on how to run projects? 

ONE  ON  ONE  SESSIONS 

Will tailor to suit your needs and schedule 

WORK  WITH  A  PROFESSIONAL 
AND  IMPROVE  YOUR  SKILLS 

Call for information 

SAUNDERS  SYSTEMS 

615-367-1717 

P.S.  Tell your boss about this. 



           AITP December 2006  Chapter Newsletter                                                                                     Page 3 

 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
-------------------------- 

 
 

I was fortunate enough to take 8 students from MTSU to the AITP Regional Student Conference in Bir-
mingham, AL.  It was a good time as the members from the professional chapter of Birmingham were great 
hosts.  On Saturday and Sunday, the professional chapters from the Southeast region collected in Birmingham for 
the Region 7 annual meeting and leadership seminar.  As a chapter in the Southeast, we are also a member of Re-
gion 7 of AITP, which includes chapters from Florida, South Carolina, Tennessee, Georgia, Alabama, and a few 
other states.  At the meetings on Saturday and Sunday, we were awarded our Region Outstanding Chapter Award 
and we also confirmed our willingness to host the Regional conference in 2007. 
 
 2007?  Is it really only 30 or so days away?  Yes it is, and if you are like me, you love to plan for the next 
year.  January 1st always means a new start and for this year, it signifies a new start for AITP.  At this month’s 
meeting, we will be electing new officers.  Our slate is set and our candidates are eager to start in their new posi-
tions.  You can also become active in AITP by taking a small but vital position in our organization.  If you would 
like to be involved, please let us know.  We can always use the help as next year we are planning to reenergize 
our professional activities and host a local conference and contests for students in late February and also the Re-
gional Conference in October. 
 
 Speaking of energizing our professional activities, if you missed our last meeting you missed a wonderful 
speaker.  I unfortunately was in Birmingham during the meeting and have heard from Robert Wright, our Past 
President, that the meeting was well attended and our speaker, Nancy Proctor, did a fantastic job.  Nancy Proctor 
is the Director of Vanderbilt University Medical Center Informatics.  She stated that “We’re in the health busi-
ness.  We are also in the IT business”.  She also spoke about the need for better communication and information 
integration in health care and that needs are increasing due to the baby boomers current and future needs.  I am 
sorry that I was not there for her talk. 
 
 With no conferences scheduled in December, I am looking forward to this month’s meeting.  As I men-
tioned before, I love to plan.  This month’s topic, “How to Improve Your Luck”, is a great way to start the New 
Year.  As we all know planning and preparation are ways to make your own luck and our speaker, Rod Shean, 
will help us explore this topic.  It is also ‘bring your spouse for free’ meeting.  For the month of December, all 
members can bring their significant other and only pay for 1 meal.  I look forward to seeing you at the meeting. 
 
Charlie Apigian 
AITP President 
capigian@mtsu.org 
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Please post a copy on your company bulletin board 

 
AITP 

The Association of Information 
Technology Professionals 

Monthly Meeting 
of the 

Nashville Chapter 

Date: Thursday December 14, 2006     Cost: Members =  $25.00    
Place: Holiday Inn Select - Vanderbilt       Guests     =  $30.00   
         Students  =  $20.00  
 Meeting Schedule     Early Registration Discount = $5.00
                          
 5:00 - 6:00 Social/Networking  Contact Mary Simpson for reservations at  
  6:00 - 6:45 Dinner    615-367-8083 or msimpson@genesco.com 
 6:45  Business Meeting/Speaker   

How To Improve Your Luck  

 

Would you rather be lucky or good? Why do some peo-
ple have all the luck? Our December program is about 
luck and how to improve yours. Our speaker is someone 
who has studied luck and is considered an expert in the 
field. He is Rod Shean who is an independent manage-
ment consultant and who believes that luck can be a real 
factor in our lives. 
 

Rod will present an entertaining as well as informative 
program on goals vs. luck. Some of the things you will 
learn: 
 

•What is luck and how do you improve yours? 
•Are there really lucky and un-lucky people? 
•How goals can be used to change your luck 
•How to define your goals to improve your 

 chances of success 
•The 12 things everybody wants 

 

Rod Shean was born and raised in Louisiana where he 
attended school at North East Louisiana University. He 
taught electronics in the USAF and has taught for private 
industry. He worked his way up from Field Tech to Di-
rector of International Support for Quotron Systems 
where he established their offices in Europe as well as 
the Far East. Until recently, he was Vice President of 
Support Services for Vivendi Universal Games. In this 
role, he was responsible for Quality Assurance, Techni-
cal Support, Customer Support, Sound and Video Groups 
as well as the Documentation Department.  
 

 

Rod relocated from Southern California in 2005. He and 
his family now live in the Franklin area where he does 
public speaking, workshops on goals, and individual 
coaching. For fun he does photography which he turns 
into digital art. You can view some of his work at 
www.rsdigitalart.com.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rod Shean 
 

Our December meeting has been designated as Spouse/
Guest Night. There is special pricing for this meeting. 
Members' Spouses/Significant Others are free. Prices for 
Members, Non-Member Guests and AITP Students are 
the normal amounts. 
 

This is an opportunity for Members to give their 
Spouses/Significant Others a free meal and an introduc-
tion to an AITP event. Please remember to make your 
reservations before the Tuesday, December 13th deadline. 



 
 
 
 

 Date   Event   Location  Information 
 
 
 December 14  Chapter Meeting  Holiday Inn Select- Luck versus Goals  
       Vanderbilt  Ron Shean (Guest Night) 
 
 January 11  Chapter Meeting  Holiday Inn Select- TBA 
       Vanderbilt   
 
 February 8  Chapter Meeting  Holiday Inn Select- TBA 
       Vanderbilt 
 
 February 24  Student Conference High Tech Institute Dr. Gerald Marquis   
          615-963-7096  

 
 

SPEAKERS 
We are always interested in good speakers to make presentations at our AITP Chapter Meetings.   
If you know someone who is interested in making a presentation on a topic, on their company, or  
company’s products, please contact Paul Saunders at (615) 367-1717 or Paul@SaundersSystems.com. 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 2006 - 2007 
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February 2007 Student Conference   
 
The Nashville Chapter of  AITP along with High Tech Institute will be hosting a one day 
Student Conference at High Tech Institute on February 24, 2007.  Stay tuned for more  
details.    
 
 
AITP Newsletter Director Opportunity   
 
For the last 2-1/2 years I have had the honor of serving as Newsletter Director for the 
Nashville Chapter of AITP.  Although I continue to enjoy working on the Newsletter, I will 
be taking on new responsibilities within AITP.  Please contact me by phone or e-mail if 
you are interested in becoming the Newsletter Director for the Nashville Chapter of AITP. 
 
Mike Eischen 
(615)367-7068 
meischen@genesco.com  
 
 
AITP Newsletter Available On Line  
 
The AITP Newsletter is available on our website at www.aitpnashville.org. 
If you would prefer to view the AITP Newsletter (along with other AITP information) on line 
rather than receiving a printed copy, please send an email to:  gpmarquis@yahoo.com 
 
Please be sure to include your name and address information so you can be removed 
from our mailing list. 
 
 
High Tech Institute Advisory Board 
 
High Tech Institute is looking for people to serve on their IT Program Advisory Board.  If 
you are interested or would like more information, please call Donna Womack from  
High Tech Institute at (615) 232-3757, or e-mail her at  dwomack@hightechinstitute.edu  
 
 
Meeting Price Change  
 
Due to an increase in meeting room and catering charges we anticipate a modest  
increase in meeting prices starting with our January 2007 meeting.    
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AITP Chapter NEWS 
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Thanks to our advertisers: 
 
 

Portable Cooling & Heating Systems 
 

Richards & Richards  Saunders Systems 
 
 
 

Promote your Company's Products or Services 

The Printout (this Newsletter) 

  
  Half Page  (5" x 8") $300 for 12 issues 
  Quarter Page  (4" x 5") $150 for 12 issues 
  Business Card  (2" x 4") $  50 for 12 issues 

Contact Mike Eischen for more information!    367-7068 

 

Discount prices for AITP Members: 
Maxell DLT4 40/80 GIG Blank Tape Cartridges   $37.00 

Maxell LTO1 100/200 GIG Blank Tape Cartridges   $37.00 
Maxell LTO2 200/400 GIG Blank Tape Cartridges   $47.00 

Maxell Super DLT 110/320 GIG Blank Tape Cartridges   $49.00 



 
AITP 
P.O. Box 22038 
Nashville, TN 37202 
Address Correction Requested 
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 December 2006 

TRAINING  FOR  THE     

BUSINESS  COMMUNITY 
IN HOUSE AND CUSTOMIZED COURSES 

FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES 
INCLUDING PART TIME AND WEEKENDS 

 
 *  SYSTEMS ANALYSIS 

 *  PROJECT MANAGEMENT 

 *  EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION 
             INTERVIEWING, SPEAKING, WRITING 

 *  EXECUTIVE OVERVIEWS 

 
 ALL COURSES CONDUCTED BY IT PROFESSIONALS 
         REAL WORLD TRAINING 
  LEARN TECHNIQUES THAT ARE CRITICAL TO YOUR SUCCESS 
 

SAUNDERS  SYSTEMS 
Visit www.SaundersSystems.com or call us at:  615-367-1717 


